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Dec— Jan. 030 1829—1830. 

1829. Dec. 18. (Mr. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from Mount St. Mary's College ; N". Bowditch ; 
D. Meigs. 

On the means of distending caoutchouc bags so as to form 
sheet caoutchouc, by Dr. Mitchell ; read and referred to F. 
Bache, Seybert, and A. D. Bache. 

On vegetables from which cordage is made, by Dr. Mease. 

Magnetic Variation : 

"Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to enquire into the 
expediency of obtaining from the public surveyors of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, the results of observations -which they may have made upon the 
variation of the magnetic needle (by a report from them of such results 
to the Society), and to report. A. D. Bache, Collins, Adrain. 

1830. [Five pages are here left blank, evidently for the 
minutes of the annual election and of the stated meeting of 
January 1st.] 

1830. Jan'y 15. (Present, 25. Duponceau in the Chair ; 
Chapman, Hopkinson, Vaughan, Griffith, Meigs, Lorich, A. 
D. Bache, Morton, Wetherill, Lukens, Pedersen, Pickering, 
Haines, Featherstonehaugh, Mease, Quadrado, Nicklin, 
Short, Nickols, Lea, Mitchell, Collins, Kane, Horner.) 

Committee on Hays's paper (Saurodon) reported for its 
publication. 

Committee on Godman's paper reported it for publica- 
tion ; both adopted. 

Donations from five persons and a journal. 

Abrahamson acknowledged by letter the honor of election, 
" announcing a donation of the different works of which he 
is the author, or which have been published under his care." 

"Certain electrical experiments and investigations," by 
Mr. Edward Clibborn,in a letter to Mr. Vaughan, were read 
and laid on the table. 

Librarian chosen for the year, John Vaughan. 

Standing Committees chosen for the year: Hall, Strick- 
land, Vaughan, Kane. 



Feb.— March. 0&9 1880. 

Finance : 0. 0. Biddle, Vaux, Moore. 

Publication : F. Bache, Lea, Griffith. 

Annual appropriations for: The building, $150 ; for peri- 
odicals, $200 ; for binding, $75 ; contingent expenses, $150. 

New members elected : Bishop Mtinter, of Copenhagen ; J. 
P. Abel Remusat, of Paris ; William Yarrel, of London ; 
Chief Justice John Marshall; Jules de Wallenstein, of 
Russia ; Thomas McEuen, of Philadelphia. 

1830. FeVy 5. (Present, 17. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Committee on Mease's paper on plants yielding fibre fit 
for cordage, reported that, regarding the memoir as contain- 
ing interesting matter, the result of much industry and re- 
search, and derived from many respectable authorities, they, 
however, think that it is less calculated for the Society's 
volume, than some agricultural or other journal of greater 
circulation. Adopted, and the Committee discharged. 

Donations from three sources. 

Letters of acknowledgment accepting membership were 
received from M. De Wallenstein (who was present), and 
from M. Rask, also announcing a donation of books. 

The death of Dr. Sam. Brown, of Alabama, was an- 
nounced, and Dr. LaRoche was appointed to prepare an 
obituary notice. The President was requested to write a 
letter of condolence to his brother, James Brown. 

1830. Feb'y 19. (Present, 28. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

The Hon. James Brown's reply to the President's letter 
of condolence was read. 

Donations from four sources. 

" On the invention of Hadley's octant or quadrant as it has 
been called," by Mr. Nichols, was read by Dr. Bache. 

1830. March 5. (Present, 19. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from seven sources. 

" On operations in Lithotrity," being extracts from a let- 
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ter to Dr. Coates, from Dr. A. G. Smith, of Ky., now in 
Paris, was read. 



1830. March 19. (Present, 19. Duponceau in the Chair.) 

Dr. Mitchell had leave to withdraw his paper on Caout- 
chouc in order to make additions thereto. 

Donations from five sources. 

Condorcet's bust in marble was presented by W. Short, 
Esq. 

Dr. Laroche read his biographical memoir of Dr. S. 
Browne, which was approved and ordered to be recorded 
in the book appropriated to that purpose. 

1830. April 2. (Present, 12. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from four sources. 

Mexican Antiquities : Extensive donations were received 
to the Cabinet of a number of very valuable Mexican an- 
tiquities from the Hon. J. Poinsett, and Mr. W. H. Keating, 
and of a series of minerals from the same region from the 
Hon. Mr.- Poinsett, and the Secretary was directed to tender 
to those gentlemen the thanks of the Society for their liber- 
ality. 

Letters were received from Pongens, Horsfield, and Mar- 
shall, acknowledging the honor of membership. 

The death of Bustamente was announced by Mr. Keating, 
who also communicated the circumstances which had pre- 
vented him from acknowledging the receipt of the Society's 
diploma of membership. 

Mr. Keating and Mr. Poinsett were requested to unite 
with the Curators in arranging and preparing a Catalogue 
of the valuable donations this evening received from them. 

The Curators were authorized to provide proper cases. 

Also, to lend Mr. Franck such of the specimens of Mexi- 
can antiquities . . . . to illustrate the fidelity of his draw- 
ings, now exhibiting to the public. 
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Mr. Franck was permitted to make and publish drawings 
from the Mexican specimens. 

1830. April 16. (Present, 39. Dr. Chapman in the Chair) ; 
Hopkinson, Strickland, LaRoche, Quadrado, Morton, Ware, 
McEuen, Mease, Tanner, Keating, Cary, Bancker, Pickering, 
Haines, Wood, Poinsett, Conrad, Lea, Horner, Nicklin, 
Wetherill, Gibson. D. B. Smith, Meigs, Hembel, Harlan, 
Griffiths, DuPonceau, De Wallenstein, Vaughan, Kane, C. 
C. Biddle, Lukens, Coates, Vaux, F. Bache, Hare.) 

Notes on Dr. Hays's " Description of a fragment," &c, and 
Notes on Dr. Godman's " Notes on the new fossil genus," 
&c, were read by Dr. Harlan. But these were not intended 
for publication. 

Donations from four sources. 

The cast of a "Singular impression in primitive marble 
from Henderson's quarry in Montgomery county, was re- 
ceived with a letter from Mr. Peter A. Browne. 

Mr. Poinsett presented, in addition to his gifts of the last 
meeting, " Specimens of workmanship in pure gold, found in 
the tombs of the original inhabitants of Mexico." 

New members elected : Duke Bernard, of Saxe- Weimar ; 
Wm. B. Hodgson, of Virginia; Isaac Hays, M.D., of Phila- 
delphia ; Hon. Jona. Sewell, Chief Justice of L. Canada, 
President of the L. and P. S. of Quebec; Wm. Vaughan, 
Esq., of London. 

1830. May 7. (Present, 19. Collins in the Chair.) 

Donations from eight sources. 

A fragment of the Giant's Causeway was presented by 
Wm. M. Camac. 

" Description of a new species of Sarracenia," by Thos. 
Nuttall, was read and referred to Collins, Conrad, Lea. 

" Description of a new species of Symphynota," of seven 
new species of Naiad, and of three species of Melania, were 
read by Mr. Lea. 
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1830. May 21. (Present, 18. Chapman in the Chair.) 

Committee on Nuttal's paper reported for its publication. 
" On light and caloric," by Sam. Hyde Saunders, was read 
and referred to Hembel, Conrad, Hare. 
Mr. Lea added to his last communication. 
Donations from thirteen persons. 

1830. June 18. (Present, 20. Chapman in the Chair; 
Pedersen, Harris, Quadrada, Conrad, Hays, Lukens, Mease, 
"Wood, Harlan, A. D. Bache, Tidyman, Lea, Morton, Pick- 
ering, Vaughan, Hembel, Pollock, Hare, Moore.) 

Committee on Saunders' paper reported adversely. Or- 
dered to be returned. 

The Four Gospels in Berber, and a Berber female's girdle, 
were deposited by Mr. Hodgson. 

Donations were received from Mr. Hassler. 

A communication on a mineral subject by Feushwanger 
[sic] was referred to Conrad, A. D. Bache, Seybert. 

Dr. Feuschwanger's offer of 500 minerals at twenty-five 
cents each was referred to Wetherill, Morton, Griffith. 

Jefferson's portrait by Sully was presented to the Society 
by Mr. Short. From this portrait Sully painted his full- 
length portrait of Jefferson for the Military Academy at 
"West Point. Thanks voted. 

The death of Bishop Miinter was announced as having 
occurred on April 9th. 

Silk Worms: Dr. Mease stated that several thousand 
worms imported by him from China in March, hatched in 
a stove room on April 21, 1827, began spinning June 1 ; 
finished about June 8 ; the cocoons turned out to be so small 
that 1200 weighed one ounce, and were deficient in firmness. 
Whereas Prof. Lavini's cocoons (from China worms), weighed 
210 to a Piedmontese pound of eleven ounces. 

Dr. Hare described the successful examination of a stomach 
for arsenic, by moans of nitric acid, lime water, and ignition 
with charcoal and potash. 
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1880. July 16. (Present, 20. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Committee on Feuchtwanger's offer reported adversely. 

Committee on Feuchtwanger's paper reported progress. 

Donations to the Library from fifteen sources. 

Two Peruvian silver sacerdotal vases, and a cestus worn 
by a vestal of the sun temple at the time of the Spanish in- 
vasion, were deposited by Jos. E. Bloomfield. 

A Berber translation of Genesis was deposited by Mr. 
Hodgson. 

Book* procured by Mr. Ord in Paris ; Librarian author- 
ized to buy them at cost. 

M. Jomard's letter of thanks for his election announced 
the transmission of his works to the Society. 

Portraits of the Presidents : Mr. Vaughan having an- 
nounced that several of the members had made arrange- 
ments to procure portraits of the several Presidents of the 
Society for the purpose of offering them to its acceptance, 

Resolved, That the President and Librarian be authorized to request the 
loan from the proprietors of such portraits of our deceased Presidents as 
may be deemed the best for the purpose of being copied. 

New member elected: Thos. I. Wharton, Esq., of Phila- 
delphia. 

1830. Aug. 20. (Present, 12. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Committee on Feuchtwanger's paper reported that he de- 
sired to withdraw it ; permission was granted. 

Donations from four sources. 

Donation of minerals from the Missouri Lead Region, 
with a description from Jos. P. Grant. 

" On the art of preserving life from the effects of flame," 
by the Chev. Aldini, was referred to Kane, Hays, Lukens. 

1830. Sept. 17. (Present, 22. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Librarian reported the Feuchtwanger MS. returned. 
Donations from twelve sources. 
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The Lisbon Academy sent list of prerainms and donations. 

S. Bradford's proposal to publish 120 portraits of Indian 
chiefs, &c, was laid on the table. 

Poisoning vegetables with their own poison : Dr. Harlan 
communicated the results of his experiments. The vegeta- 
bles were not affected as asserted by M. Macuire, in Ferus- 
sac's Bulletin of March. 

1830. Oct. 1. (Present, 14. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

W, Vaughan and W . B. Hodgson acknowledged their 
election. 

Donations from four sources. 

On information that H. E. Fred. Adelung had transmitted 
a large and valuable donation of books, 

Resolved, That the Librarian transmit a copy of the Transactions, N. S., 
to M. Adelung with a letter acknowledging his liberality to the Society. 

M. De Gournoft's letter to Mr. Vaughan with a pamphlet 
on Russian Foundling Asylums, soliciting information as 
to the results of similar institutions in the United States 
was read. 

Del Rio's request for a small specimen of sulphuret of sil- 
ver for analysis was granted. 

1830. Oct. 15. (Present, 27. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from Adelung and Lieber. 

A portrait of DuPonceau by Sully was presented by 
Messrs. Vaughan, Strickland, N. Biddle, Pollock and Col- 
lins. 

Committee appointed to exchange duplicate shells for such 
as are not in the Cabinet: Lea and Griffith. 

New members elected : Lorenzo Martini, of Turin ; An- 
dreas del Rio, Professor of Mineralogy at Mexico; Marc 
Antonio Julien, of Paris. 

Election Rules : " In the course of the election the follow- 
ing positions were ruled by the Society after full discussion : 

1. That-where on examining the Ballot Box on the election of a candi- 
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date, it appears that there were more Ballots received than there were 
members present, at the election, the proceedings must be considered 
irregular and the Election null. 14 to 10. 

2. That when on examining the Ballot Box on the election of a candi- 
date, a small piece of white paper was found in the box, and a member 
affirmed that he had used such piece of paper* shall not be counted as a 
vote in favor of the candidate. 17 to 7. 

" The election of a candidate having been gone into and 
closed, the Secretary having opened the Ballot Box, but the 
result of the election not having been declared by the Pre- 
siding officer, the hour of 10 o'clock arrived ; and thereupon 
a question being stated as to the situation of the election, 
it was determined by the members present, that such elec- 
tion being incomplete, no result could be declared, that 
therefore the Secretary should remove the Ballots from the 
Drawer." 



1830. Nov. 5. (Present, 23. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Committee on collecting magnetic observations was dis- 
charged. 

Donations for the Library from ten sources. 

A specimen of calcareous deposit from the Tartarian lake 
near Rome, was received from Dr. LaRoche. 

" Silver ores reduced by the method of Becquerel," by M. 
Del Rio, was referred to A. D. Bache, Wetherill, Hembel. 

A copy of the Transactions Hist. Com. ordered to be sent 
to the Michigan Historical Society. 

A communication on Mutual Instruction in Denmark, 
with pamphlets, from M. De Abrahamson, was laid on the 
table. 

Committee appointed to collect Observations made in all 
parts of the United States on the Variation, Dip, &c, of the 
magnetic needle, through any channels open to them or to 
the Society : A. D. Bache, Keating, Bancker. 

Del Rio's request for any minerals for analysis which can 
be spared from the collection, was granted. 

•It omitted. 
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Dr. Coates made a communication on the process of 
Lithotrity. 

The candidate whose election was declared incomplete at 
the last meeting, was now declared a candidate in nomina- 
tion. 

1830. Nov. 19. (Present, 22. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Donations from four sources. 

Lead, Copper and Iron ores from Illinois, Missouri, and 
the Northwest, were received from Ed. Coles, of Illinois. 

A Thermometer (with its instructions) was received from 
Jos. Jaeckel, of Austria, used in the inspection of Gunpow- 
der and Saltpetre. 

" Account of a nondescript species of Orang-Otang from 
Azam," was read by Dr. Harlan, who exhibited dried speci- 
mens. Referred to Morton, Pickering, Horner. 

A list of the Medical Committee to be made by the Libra- 
rian for Dr. Horner, Chairman. 

1830. Dec. 3. (Present, 21. DuPonceau in the Chair.,) 

The Poinsett Collection Committee reported progress. 

Donations from eight sources. 

" An account of a method of treating Morbus Coxarius as 
practiced by Dr. Philip Syng Physick," by Dr. Jacob Ran- 
dolph, was read. 

P. A. Browne's recommendation of a revision and new 
edition of McClure's Geological Map of the United States 
was laid on the table. Afterwards it was referred to "Weth- 
erill, Pickering, Keating. 

Treasurer's report was reported ready for examination by 
the Finance Committee. 

1830. Dec. 17. (Present, 23. DuPonceau in the Chair.) 

Finance Committee reported the Treasurer's accounts cor- 
rect. Balance in his hands, $16.70 on general account; 
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$221.56 on the Magellanic Premium Fund ; $40.94 on the 
Rittenhouse Fund. 

The Building Committee reported the New Arrange- 
ments of the Hall to be complete, and that places were 
now provided for the Vice-President and Curators. 

The Committee on the Geological Map reported its repub- 
lication at the present time inexpedient. Accepted. 

The Committee appointed on the 17th October, 1828, to 
take into consideration the Laws of the Society, and the sub- 
jects connected therewith, made a report as follows: 

"That after a careful examination of the Laws of the Society, they 
unite in opinion as to the Propriety of submitting them to a full revision, 
and of arranging them under appropriate titles. Not a few of them as 
they stand at present are unsuited to the existing situation of the Society, 
and are habitually disregarded by tacit consent, others are seldom noticed 
without an expression of the embarrassment to which they subject the 
occasional business of the meetings ; and some are directly opposed, or 
with difficulty reconcilable to other equally positive regulations. 

"The Laws of the Society are included under three Titles — the Act of 
Incorporation, passed March 15, 1780 — twelve regulations, adopted soon 
after the formation of the Society on the 3d February, 1769, and the By- 
Laws, enacted on the 4th May, 1804, and since amended by standing 
resolutions in various particulars. Of these, the Act of Incorporation is, 
of course, not susceptible of any modification by the Society. The By- 
Laws, so called, may without doubt be modified or repealed at pleasure ; 
— but a question has been suggested, whether the twelve regulations of 
February, 1769, have not been so recognized and adopted by the Act of 
Incorporation, as to preclude the right of the Society to amend them. 

"As this question has an obvious and very important bearing upon the 
duties of the Committee, they have considered it very fully, and it is the 
object of the present report to express their views in regard to it, and to 
invite a corresponding expression of the opinion of the Society. Its de- 
cision will indicate the extent to which the proposed revision shall be car- 
ried by the Committee. 

' ' The twelve Laws referred to are spoken of in the Act of Assembly, as 
'the fundamental Laws and regulations of the Society,' comprised in 
twelve sections, prefixed to their volume of Transactions, published in 
Philadelphia by ' W m & Tho" Bradford ' — and it has been supposed that 
the term fundamental implies a permanency of character, inconsistent 
with the notion of future amendment. While, however, it must be ad- 
mitted that this is a common meaning of the term, it is equally certain 
that it has other meanings which would not support the argument. It is 
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often used to express the important and primitive character of an act of 
Legislation, which is yet essentially liable to revision and repeal, — and 
this remark may be sufficient to invalidate any important inference from 
its application to these laws. That mode of interpreting a statute is rarely 
to be relied on which refers to the Philological meaning of an insulated 
word. It is wiser to examine the general Tenour and scope of the Instru- 
ment, and to ascertain the sense of each paragraph by relation to its con- 
nexion with the rest. 

"The twelve Laws are first referred to in the principal enacting clause 
of the Act, where they form part of the description of those, for whose 
benefit it was passed, and who became corporators at the moment of its 
enactment. That clause declares them to consist of the members of the 
A. P. S., &c, heretofore voluntarily assembled, or in other words, of its 
founders, who came in without election and of 'such other persons as 
have been duly elected members and officers of the same agreeably to the 
fundamental laws and regulations comprised in the twelve sections,' &c. ; 
in other words such as had before the Act of Incorporation been elected 
members, according to the then subsisting regulations. These two classes 
of persons were declared to constitute the corporation . This provision 
therefore relates exclusively to the first Corporators ; and has precisely 
the same effect, as if they had been mentioned by their names, instead of 
being described by reference to the manner in which they had obtained 
their Membership. Nothing can be inferred from this, of peculiar dignity 
in the twelve laws. 

"They are again mentioned in the third enacting clause of the Act, 
after directing that certain officers shall be chosen for the well governing 
of the Society, this section provides that the election shall be by ballot, 
' agreeably to the Fundamental Laws ' and ' that notice of the same shall 
be given ' in the newpapers agreeably to the fundamental Laws. Those 
parts of the twelve laws which describe the manner of electing officers, 
and the character of the notice of the election, are thus incorporated into 
the Act of Assembly, and become incapable of alteration by the Society. 
But while the 3 d Chapter of those Laws, in which the provisions referred 
to are all of them contained, is made by the , reference part of the Act, 
other parts of the Section in the opinion of the Committee effectually nega- 
tive the idea that any but the provisions so recognized are to be esteemed 
permanent and irreparable. The Section creates the Council of the So- 
ciety ; excludes certain members from the rights of voting, and of being 
elected, and exacts additional qualifications from all who vote at the Elec- 
tion. These are in themselves substantial modifications of the fundamen- 
tal Laws, and one of them at least amends the conditions of the Union 
which gave birth to the Society. Besides when this Section twice men- 
tions the fundamental Laws as fixing forever the mode of conducting and 
giving notice of the election, it adopts, as if by design, a different expres- 
sion, while describing the rights of Corporators of the Electors and alludes 
to 'such laws as shall then be in force.' 
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" The remaining Sections of the Act of incorporation have no reference 
to the Laws in question. Yet the fourth Section which defines the man- 
ner of passing new Statutes, laws, regulations, and ordinances is drawn 
with singular care. And it is difficult to believe if the Legislature in- 
tended to confer on them an inviolable character, that this would not 
have found a place among the many limitations and restrictions, which 
are detailed in this part of the Act. In fact this Section repeals several of 
the provisions of the fundamental Laws, and substitutes others. 

"And it concludes by declaring that all the Statutes, ordinances, &c, 
made by this Society in the manner therein prescribed, shall be binding 
on any member, and shall be inviolably observed, provided they are not 
repugnant to the laws of the Land. Had it been determined that a By- 
Law should also be invaid [sic] it repugnant to the twelve Laws, it would 
have been naturally and easily expressed by an addition to this last proviso. 

"But, if it were even admitted that the whole of these laws had received 
the sanction of a Legislative Act, it might still be reasonably doubted 
whether the corporation might not amend them at its discretion. The 
tenth chapter of them expressly provides for new laws, and does not limit 
in any manner the right of the Society, in regard to them ; if this chapter 
then, is admitted with the rest, it is plain that they may all be repealed or 
modified by new laws duly passed. 

' ' The right to make, alter, and repeal its bye laws, is indeed incident to 
every corporation and the manner of doing so is for itself to determine. 
They must not contravene the Laws of the Land, nor must they contra- 
dict the Law of its constitution, its charter. But, in all other respects, the 
power to precribe [sic] and to modify its own laws is unlimited and it is 
for those who deny the validity of a particular By-Law to shew that it has 
exceeded the limits of the Corporate authority. 

" The Committee are unable to imagine why an irrepealable character 
should be given to the twelve laws, and not be given at the same time to 
the articles of the fundamental compact, under which those laws were 
passed. Nor do they understand why such mere rules of order as, that 
motions must be seconded before they are voted on ; that a member 
speaking shall stand, and that the others shall be silent, should be digni- 
fied with perpetuity of obligation (see Law 3) while the publication of 
transactions, the office and duty of the Librarian, the use of the Library, 
and the exclusion of absentees from office, should be left to the regulation 
of varying bylaws. 

" The result of the reflexions of the Committee has been, that the twelve 
laws passed on the 3 Feb y , 1769, are not more binding or more permanent 
in their character, than any other Laws, statutes, or ordinances of the So- 
ciety. Two of their provisions, which are included in the 3 d Chapter 
'Of the officers, and manner of their election' are irrepealable, because 
they are referred to by the Act of Incorporation, as fixing the manner, &c, 
of such elections. The rest may be amended, suspended, or rep aled, at 
the pleasure of the Society, in the manner prescribed by Law. 

PROC. AMKR. PHILOS. SOC. I. XXXIX. PRINTED SEPTEMBER 24, 1884. 
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" This construction has been practically sanctioned by the Society from 
a very early period. The Society was incorporated in 1780, and before the 
end of 1788, two of the most important provisions of the twelve laws were 
essentially changed. In 1786, the first chapter was altered so as to increase 
the fee upon admission from 10 sh*" to $10. In 1788 the 2"* Chapter was 
amended by increasing the annual contribution from 10 sb s to $10 : and 
at the same time the quorum for electing members and for appropriating 
money, which by that Chapter, had been fixed at twenty, was reduced to 
thirteen. 

Nor were these changes admitted by our Predecessors, without full and 
repeated enquiries, as to the extent of their powers. On the 6 Feb'', 1784, 
a Committee, consisting of the late Judge Hopkinson, Dr. Ewing, Mr. 
Hazard, Dr. Morgan, and Mr. Bittenhouse, made a report on the constitu- 
tion of Laws of the Society, from which the following is an Extract 
' Whereas the Law of Incorporation having reference to certain rules and 
regulations comprised in twelve sections prefixed to our volume of Trans- 
actions seems in the opinion of some to establish those rules irrevocably ; 
and experience having shewn that some of these rules are inconvenient 
and detrimental to the Interests of the Society on account of the restric- 
tions therein laid, such as confining elections to be held between the hours 
of two and five on certain days ; that no money shall be disposed of with- 
out the consent of a certain majority of twenty members met, — with 
others of the like kind. A strict compliance with which hath been found 
oftentimes inconvenient and sometimes impracticable. Tour Committee 
would recommend that the Legislature be respectfully applied to, praying 
that a Supplement may be made to the said Law of Incorporation, taking 
off all unnecessary restrictions, and leaving all matters respecting the in- 
ternal polity and government of the Society to be determined on by the 
Members thereof and to be established or repealed as convenience or ex- 
perience may point out. ' The consideration of this part of the report was 
postponed, and in the month of November of the same year the Chairman 
of the former Committee, Judge Hopkinson, and two other GeDtlemen, 
were directed to take the opinion of the Chief Justice, the Judges, and the 
Attorney General respecting certain sections of the Charter of Incorpora- 
tion. Their report is not among the Minutes, but it would seem that the 
doubts of the Society, were soon after removed, and probably by the In- 
tervention of this Committee, for in the following year a law was pre- 
sented by the Learned Judge, who has been already named as a member 
of it, amending the fundamental laws in some of the particulars which had 
been before complained of, and this amendment having been read, was 
debated by paragraphs, amended, and adopted by a very large meeting on 
5Jan>-, 1786. 

"In the year 1787 other amendments were probably in contemplation, 
and similar doubts having been again suggested, the draught of a petition 
to the Legislature was presented by a Member praying ' the alteration of 
some clauses in the Act of Incorporation.' This was referred for consid- 
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eration to William Bradford Esq' at that time Attorney General of Penn- 
sylvania, Dr. Foulke, and Mr. Patterson. Their report is remarkable for 
its brief simplicity 'that they do not think it expedient to trouble the 
House at present in that business.' It was evidently satisfactory to the 
Society, for no further question seems to have arisen on the subject for a 
long time afterwards, and in the following year other amendments of 
great moment, were, after much deliberation, made in the fundamental 
Laws. A similar report was made on the same subject in Dec' 1799, and 
it is not known, that since that time, the Society's power over these Laws, 
as over any others of their own enacting, has been made a subject of 
doubt. 

"This long continued acquiescence in what may almost be esteemed the 
Contemporaneous exposition of the act of Incorporation, is in the opinion 
of the Committee, entitled to great weight. It would indeed be most un- 
happy, were it now to be determined, that their exposition was erroneous. 
The elections of a majority of those who are now the members, have 
taken place in the presence of the diminished quorum authorized by the 
amended Laws ; and the elections of all the Officers of the Society, which 
are indispensable to the continuance of the Corporation, have been made 
by those members. Both would be invalidated therefore by such a deter- 
mination, the Society would be entirely disorganized, and its legal exist- 
ence probably at an end. The Committee are not aware that these results 
can be avoided, if the right of the Society to amend the twelve funda- 
mental laws is now to be denied. 

" The Committee, in conclusion, submit the following resolution for the 
Society's consideration : 

" 'Resolved, That in the opinion of the Society, the twelve Fundamental 
'Laws and Regulations, passed on the 3 rd Feb^ 1769 may be lawfully 
' amended or repealed, except so much thereof as is included in the 3 d 
' Chapter of the same." 

" All which is respectfully submitted December 17 th 1830. 

(Signed) "Peter S. Du Ponceau, 

"JOS. HOPK.INSON, 

"J. K. Kane." 

And thereupon it was ordered : That the report and 
resolution therewith presented, be laid on the table, and 
they be the subject of consideration, at the next stated 
meeting of the Society, and that due notice be given in 
some of the public newspapers that the enacting of statutes 
and laws, and the making and passing ordinances and regu- 
lations, will be part of the business of the meeting. 

Library donations from five persons. 

Cabinet donations : Thirteen insects from Cuba from Ger- 
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ard Ralston ; and seven minerals from Lieut. Allen Deas, 
TJ. S. K 

A communication on three new species of shells (Dolium) 
by Mr. Isaac Lea for the Transactions. 



1831. Jan'yl. (Present, 23. DuPonceau in the Chair; 
Chapman, F. Bache, Kane, Vaughan, Griffith, "Wetherill, 
Lorich, Meigs, Nicklin, Harlan, Morton, Keating, A. D. 
Bache, D. B. Smith, Lukens, Bancker, Pickering, Lea, Hays, 
Quadrado, Del Rio, Vaux.) 

Election of officers reported (42 votes cast) : 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

President — DuPonceau. 

Vice-Presidents — Collins, Chapman, Hopkinson. 
Secretaries — Ord, F. Bache, C. C. Biddle, Kane. 
Councillors for three years — N". Biddle, Collin, Meredith. 
Councillor for one year, in lieu of Hopkinson — Keating. 
Curators — P. Eglesfeld Griffith, Wetherill, Lea. 
Treasurer — Vaughan. 

Committee on Harlan's new species of Orang from Assam 
reported for publication. Accepted. 

Committee on Del Rio's paper (Becquerel's process), report- 
ed it for publication. Accepted. 

Library donations from Babbage, DesMoulins and three 
others. 

Cabinet donations from Mr. Kraff: Minerals from the 
Perkiomen mines. 

A Portrait of Dr. Wistar (formerly President of the So- 
ciety) by Sully, was presented by Henry Seybert. 

Two papers by Mr. Lea describing new shells were read 
and referred to Nicklin, Morton, Pickering. 

Letters from four foreign societies ; also a circular letter 
from the Rhode Island Historical Society, which was laid 
over for consideration ; also, from Counsellor Schlegel of 
Copenhagen, announcing a donation. 



